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Space Chronicle Guidelines for Authors
Space Chronicle offers articles on a more general level than found in the Journal of the British
Interplanetary Society (JBIS). It will concentrate on:
Review Papers
The increasingly important historical aspects of worldwide space activities and
Similar topics of more general interest
1. Manuscript Text
a. Text for publication in Space Chronicle must be in the English language.
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b. A License to Publish form (see pages 3-4) is required with the paper, signed by the corresponding
author. This can be sent separately from the paper but is required before the review process
begins. It is the corresponding author’s responsibility to ensure all other authors are in agreement
with the submission and the terms of publication.
c. Security and copyright clearance, where necessary, is the responsibility of the authors.
d. Space Chronicle requires papers to be submitted in an electronic form compatible with PC
formats. Authors are asked not to use auto-formatting, footnotes and other advanced features
and keep the manuscript as close to a pure text file as possible.
e. For preference we would ask author’s to submit manuscripts as an email attachment sent to:
chronicle@bis-space.com
2. Preparation of Manuscripts
a. A concise title should be followed by the author’s name (without designation or distinction),
The typescript should continue with introduction, text, acknowledgements, references, tables,
figures and figure captions. Information on previous or intended conference presentation should
be provided. Papers should ideally not be more than 10000 words with some 6 figures and tables
except in exceptional circumstances and contributions longer than this might be published but
will be split into parts. Shorter papers are actively encouraged and are more likely to be published
quickly.
b. References and notes should be shown in the text in numerical sequence in square parentheses
e.g. [3], with the full list at the end of the paper in the following styles:
1. A. June and W.R. Camp, “Space Trajectories”, J. Aerospace Sci., 20, pp.635-642, 1983. (Journal
Paper - where 20 is the volume number and pp gives page numbers)
2. N. Sisakyan and V. Yazdavdkiy (eds), “First Group Flight into Outer Space”, Nauka Publishing
House, Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 1964. (Book)
3. D.F. Lawden, “Interplanetary Rocket Trajectories”, in Advance in Space Science, Vol. 1, ed. F.I.
Ordway III, Academic Press, New York, p.3, 1959. (Article in Book)
3. Style
a. Texts will be edited, if necessary to conform to our House Style or
achieve the best possible presentation. Acceptance of MSS will be
dependent on acceptance by the author of any modifications required
by the Editorial considerations.
b. Please help us to avoid unnecessary editing by conforming to our
editorial style as below. If these are not followed the Editor may alter
texts to conform to our House Style but may also reject the paper if it
does not read as a professional piece of writing.
1. Please refer to figures in the text as e.g. “Fig. 1” etc.
2. Avoid “I” and “we” (first person) and “You” (second person). Text

should be written in an impersonal third person style e.g. “it will be seen?” rather than “you will
see?” and “it will be shown?” rather than “I will show?”.
3. Omit references to previous sections or text e.g. “I have already said...” or which summarise
what is to follow e.g. “This section will consider... and then consider.... and will show...”.
4. Do not use commas with conjunctions such as “and” or “but” and do not begin sentences with
such words.
5. The use of footnotes is discouraged. Such material should be incorporated into the main text.
4. Illustrations
a. A figure number and caption must be provided for each illustration. “Top” must be indicated if
this is not obvious. Each figure should be cited in numerical order in the text. Figure captions
should be short and concise.
b. Permission should be obtained and formal acknowledgement made for use of a copyright
illustration or material from elsewhere.
c. Photos: Original photos are preferred. Photos should be clear, with good contrast and free from
blemish. If this is not possible can you please scan them as black and white photos with a
resolution of 350 dpi. Please submit them in JPG format.
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d. Line drawings: Original drawings are preferred. If this is not possible can you please scan them
as black and white drawings with a resolution of 600 dpi they can be submitted in TIFF format.
Photocopies are not usually of an acceptable quality.
e. Illustration size: Can you please ensure that all electronically submitted illustrations are a
minimum width of 140 mm and 350 dpi.
f. Images embedded in electronic documents are acceptable on first submission for review
purposes, however if the paper is accepted for publication each illustration will be required as a
separate file.
5. The Process
a. On receipt of the Manuscript and the License to Publish form the author will be sent an
acknowledgement and the Editor will determine whether the paper is suitable for Space Chronicle.
b. Authors should restrict alterations at proof stage to errors in spelling, punctuation etc. As these are
often overlooked, it is recommended that, wherever possible, a colleague be invited to read the
proofs to provide a second check against misprints of this sort. Major modifications to the original
script can be accepted only in special circumstances.
c. Once the proofs are accepted by the author the paper will be published in the next suitable issue.
As a guide, papers are normally published within six months of submission and we aim to always
get publication within a year.
d. Authors will receive a complimentary copy of the issue in which their paper appears.
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Upon receipt of your paper an acknowledgement and a reference number will be sent. This number
must be used in all correspondence with the editorial office.
The British Interplanetary Society requires that authors submitting papers to this journal must be
prepared to undertake:
(1) that the paper has not been recently published elsewhere (which includes the World Wide Web
but excepting conference preprints) and that the author or authors will not permit its submission or publication elsewhere before it is accepted or declined by Space Chronicle, and
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(2) that, if the paper is accepted for publication, the Society shall thereupon become entitled to
the first world-wide publication and translation rights therein and that the author or authors
or the authorised agent of the copyright holder shall, when called upon to do so, transfer to
the Society the said first world-wide publication copyright and translation rights.
At the discretion of the Society these conditions may be waived, and no reasonable request from an
author or authors to reproduce their work elsewhere will be refused.
The attached License to Publish form should be signed by the corresponding author or by the authorised agent of the copyright holder and returned immediately to the editorial office at the address
above. If the paper is not accepted for publication, the transfer will become null and void.
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License to Publish

(Please make a duplicate of this form for your own records)
Reference:................................... (Please leave blank)
Title:.............................................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................................
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To transfer copyright to the British Interplanetary Society, the form below should be signed by the
copyright owner(s) and returned to the editorial office. For jointly authored papers the corresponding author should sign on behalf of all the Authors (it is the responsibility of the corresponding to
ensure all authors consent to the provisions of this licence). Where copyright is not owned by the
Author(s), e.g. where an article was written by an author in the course of his or her employment, the
form should be signed by the copyright-holder’s authorised agent. Nothing in this agreement shall
restrict the right of the author(s) or, in the case of work written by an author in the course of his or
her employment, the employer, to revise, adapt, prepare derivative works, present orally or otherwise
make use of the contents of the article. No proprietary right is claimed by the British Interplanetary
Society other than copyright in Space Chronicle.
I,....................................................................................................................................................................
certify that (I/the company of which I am the authorised signatory*) own(s) the copyright in the
above-mentioned paper (hereafter referred to as the Paper), which has not been published elsewhere (which includes the World Wide Web but excepting conference preprints) and is not under
consideration for publication elsewhere and of which the copyright has not previously been assigned.
If the Paper is accepted for publication in Space Chronicle, I
(i)
confirm I have full right, power and authority to enter into this Agreement on behalf of (all of
the Authors/the company of which I am the authorised signatory*).
(ii)
confirm that the Authors are the sole authors and if the Paper includes materials of others, the
Authors have obtained the permission of the owners of the copyright in all such materials to
enable them to grant the rights contained herein.
(iii) confirm nothing in the Paper infringes any duty of confidentiality which any of the Authors
may owe to anyone else or violates any contract, express or implied, of any of the Authors,
and all of the institutions in which work recorded in the paper was carried out have authorised
publication of the Paper.
(iv) assign to the British Interplanetary Society first world-wide publication rights in any form (including the World Wide Web but excepting conference preprints) and in any language, (noting
that subsequent to publication in Space Chronicle all copyrights revert to the author(s)),
(v)
agree that the British Interplanetary Society may seek payment of fees from corporate bodies
or individuals for the privilege of making copies of the article from the conventional printed
form or from the article stored electronically, e.g. in the Space Chronicle archive, and
(vi) agree to indemnify the British Interplanetary Society in respect of claims made against it by
third parties for copyright infringement related to publication of the article, or concerning the
authorship of the article or rights to publish the article.
This work was done in my (our) capacity as an officer or employee of the
US government. This transfer applies only to the extent allowable by law*
(*delete as necessary)
Signed:.............................................................................................
Date:............................................................................

